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H r o s s a ,  P i g s ,  a n d  T e d d y  B e a r s T h e  A n i m a l  
K i n g d o m  A c c o r d i n g  t o  C .  S .  L e w i s G u e s t  o f  H o n o r  
A d d r e s s  a t  t h e  1 9 9 6  M y t h o p o e i c  C o n f e r e n c e
Doris T. Myers
First I w ant to app laud  the choice of this year's theme, 
"The Inklings and  N ature." It is very fitting that a 
M ythopoeic Conference held  in Colorado should have this 
them e, because here we live in a precarious relationship to 
nature. Just to give you one example, w ater is so scarce and 
so precious here that a whole branch of our judicial system 
is dedicated to hearing d isputes over it. I know  w ater is 
also an issue for you Californians; and as our population 
grow s here in Colorado, we w orry  that it will becom e an 
even greater problem . In contrast, there is p lenty  of w ater 
— som etim es too m uch — in Great Britain. For example, 
on their 1937 w alking tour C. S. Lewis and his brother were 
w alking in a driv ing rain  w hen they came upon  "the odd 
spectacle of a stream  spouting w ater th rough holes in the 
bank." Jack rem arked that England needed to be w orked 
on by a good plum ber. (W. H. Lewis, 255).1 In m y opinion, 
it still does.
The original draft of this address had a couple m ore 
pages of genial, sem i-w itty (I hope, no t half-witty!) talk 
com paring the Inklings' w eather to ours. Then I realized 
that I had to lim it m y scope. So I'll focus on Lewis, and in­
stead of talking about N ature in general, I'll look at Lewis 
in relation to anim als and the ethical questions they pres­
ent. In addition  to Lewis' published works, I have con­
sulted W arren Lewis's original collection of Jack's letters, 
called C. S. Lewis: A Biography. (Incidentally, it's high time 
this book was published as W arnie produced it. The pres­
ent Letters of C. S. Lewis, even in the expanded edition, 
omits m uch interesting m aterial.) W hat I have found is 
that Jack Lewis thought a great deal about the relationship 
betw een hum ans and anim als, and it is illum inating for us 
to exam ine his struggles. Like m ost of us, he was not com­
pletely logical in his conclusions.
Like Lewis, I began  m y scholarly  career w ith  a spe­
cialization  in m edieval and  renaissance literature . M y 
d isserta tion  topic w as the rheto ric  of the fou rteen th  cen­
tu ry  serm on. Therefore m y d iscourse  th is m orn ing , like 
a good m ed ieval serm on, has three poin ts, dealing  w ith  
th ree a ttitu d es  tow ard  the anim al kingdom . U nder the 
rubric of hrossa I w ill d iscuss w hat anim als m ean to us as 
pets. The second section, en titled  pigs, deals w ith  our use 
of an im als — as food and  for experim ental pu rposes. Fi­
nally , u n d e r the h ead in g  " ted d y  bears" I d iscuss the use 
and  m isuse of an im als as symbols. Incidentally , like 
m any m edieval serm ons, m y talk  has a ra the r elaborate, 
tacked-on  conclusio. So w hen  we finish the th ree points,
don 't th ink you're hom e free. O ur relationship to animals 
as pets comes up  in the first novel of the p lanetary  trilogy. 
On M alacandra, a p lanet w here there are no pets, Ransom 
learns w hy we earthlings keep pets. W hen the strangeness 
of the hross repels him , Ransom  corrects it by  thinking of 
how  the alien creature resem bles the best sort of pet. Hyoi 
has a "glossy coat, liquid eye, sw eet breath  and  w hitest 
teeth." Being able to converse w ith  h im  is like a retu rn  to 
Eden, of living "as though Paradise had  never been lost 
and earliest dream s w ere true" (Silent Planet 58). In the last 
chapter, called "Postscript," Ransom  speaks of the "in­
stinct starved in  us, w hich we try  to soothe by treating irra­
tional creatures alm ost as if they w ere rational" (156). He 
now  realizes that the M alacandrians satisfy this instinct by 
having three rational species, by treating each other both 
as fellow hnau (rational beings) and  as pets. They don't 
need pets as we do because they have each other. An old 
sorrn expresses p ity  for this hum an  lack. He says, "Your 
thought m ust be at the m ercy of your blood. For you can­
not com pare it w ith thought that floats on a different 
blood" (103).
Ransom 's phrase "re tu rn  to Eden" reveals that our 
need for pets is one m anifestation of Sehnsucht, the rom an­
tic longing for som ething different, som ething beyond 
ourselves, which was such an im portan t part of Lewis's 
spiritual journey. I think it is best described by Shelley:
"The desire of the m oth for the star,
Of the n ight for the m orrow;
The longing for som ething afar 
From the sphere of our sorrow."2
In a 1947 letter to Ruth Pitter, Lewis implies that the rom an­
tic longing is not for fantasy anim als like the hrossa of Mala­
candra or the fish-steeds of Perelandra, bu t just for some­
thing beyond our ow n ordinary existence. He says, "If you 
w ent to Perelandra you w ould 'feel the same nostalgia/" 
and he adds, "the rabbit in M agdalen grove m ay mediate 
[the longing] as well as a hross" (Wade Coll. 4 Jan. 1947).
The g rea t s tre n g th  of th is  lo n g in g  fo r p e ts  is show n 
in a 1996 N a tio n a l Pub lic  R adio  re p o r t  from  Sarajevo. 
The re p o r te r  fo u n d  th a t m an y  p e o p le  k e p t p e ts  in  sp ite  
of the  d e s tru c tio n  a ro u n d  them . T hey  b ra v e d  sn ipers ' 
b u lle ts  to  w a lk  th e ir  do g s, an d  one  y o u n g  m an  had  
sp e n t the  e q u iv a le n t of a m o n th 's  sa la ry  to  b u y  m ed i­
cine for h is  p u p p y  on the  b lack  m ark e t. Lew is w ou ld  
hav e  u n d e rs to o d  th e ir  m o tives.
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In his view, however, there's more to this need than 
Sehnsucht. For Lewis, man's relationship to animals is set 
forth in the medieval-renaissance image of the great Chain 
of Being. It is a hierarchy in which all existences have a 
place. The low est existence is that of inorganic matter. 
Then come plants, then animals, then man, then angels, 
etc. This view  of the universe puts human beings between  
the beasts and the angels, as mediators — priests and kings 
— between the animals and a higher reality. Thus at the 
conclusion of Perelandra Ransom sees Tor and Tinidril as 
"the resolution of discords," the bridge between "the 
warm multitude" of the animals and "the transcorporeal 
intelligences" of the eldils (207).
In Lewis's view , humankind's place in the Chain of Be­
ing entails a duty to raise animal nature to something 
higher. On Perelandra, the second Eden, Tor and Tinidril 
are directed to "Give names to all creatures, guide all na­
tures to perfection" (206). And early in the book Ransom  
finds Tinidril treating the animals of her world as pets but 
also as more than pets, for she is their queen. "There was in 
her face an authority, in her caresses a condescension, 
which . . . raised them from the status of pets to that of 
slaves." She explains, "We make them older every day. Is 
not that what it means to be a beast?" (65). For Lewis this 
notion was more than a convenient fictional ornament to 
dress up an alien world. In The Problem of Pain he com­
ments on how , in real life, his dog and cat are at peace with 
each other because they live in his household, under his 
rule (136). Lewis says that just as we become more fully 
ourselves because God intervenes in our human nature, 
animals become more fully themselves when humans take 
them into their homes and lives. And he writes to an Epis­
copal nun in N ew  Jersey, who apparently had told him  
about the convent pet, that all dogs are, in a sense, leading 
conventual lives because they are living above their canine 
nature. (W. H. Lewis, 414).
Lewis' view  of human domination of animals for their 
own good presents problems if we try to apply it too nar­
rowly. When the question "What about wild animals?" is 
raised, Lewis says, somewhat lamely, that Christian reve­
lation answers only practical questions about our salva­
tion, not everything w e might w ish to know about the uni­
verse (The Problem of Pain 137). But the concept of human­
ity as priest \  king of the animals does emphasize the obli­
gation to do what is best for the animal instead of thinking 
only of ourselves. In The Four Loves Lewis expresses great 
scorn for people w ho spoil their dogs out of a "terrible 
need to be needed" (78). H e says, "If you need to be needed 
and if your family, very properly, decline to need you, a 
pet is the obvious substitute—  [I]t acts as a sump or drain- 
—you are too busy spoiling a dog's life to spoil theirs" (79). 
In other words, w e have no right to misuse a pet to fulfill a 
psychological need. Despite Lewis' arguable, perhaps 
badly stated, view  on how  w e should elevate animal na­
ture, I think his understanding of our longing toward ani­
mals and our need for pets is remarkable.
N ow  let us turn to animals as pigs —  the question of 
whether, and in what circumstances, w e are justified in us­
ing animals to fulfill our physical needs. Peter Mil ward, in 
A  Challenge to C. S. Lewis, accuses Lewis of an indifference 
to the suffering of animals derived from Descartes' theory 
that they have no selves, no real feeling of pain. His "chal­
lenge" to Lewis says, "it seem s to m e only reasonable to 
admit that there is in animals a varying degree of both con­
sciousness and the right to life and dignity. It seem s to me 
no less reasonable to reject. . .  the killing and eating of ani­
mals .. ." (28-29). In The Problem of Pain Lewis distinguishes 
between sentience and [selfj-consciousness, denying the 
latter to animals (131-33), but he also says w e have a 
"strong conviction. . .  of a real, though doubtless rudimen­
tary, selfhood in the higher animals" (138). If one reads 
That Hideous Strength with due attention to the contrast be­
tween St. Anne's and Belbury, it becom es obvious that 
Lewis was not a Cartesian/ despite his failure to follow  
Milward into vegetarianism.
His attitudes toward animals as pigs, however, is com­
plex; it is inconsistent, not governed by the formal logic he 
valued so highly. He condones the eating of meat but dis­
approves of vivisection, even though it seem s that the 
same logical argument could be m ade against both. Vege­
tarianism reigns in both Malacandra and Perelandra, both 
unfallen. In Malacandra, the hrossa ate vegetables and 
some fish, and the som s herded som e sort of mammal and 
made cheese of its milk, but apparently did not use it as 
meat. Perelandra, the second Eden, is like Milton's de­
scription of the first Eden in Paradise Lost. According to 
Milton nobody, human or animal, is carnivorous until 
Adam and Eve eat the fatal fruit. Our foreparents begin to 
understand that their sin has changed Nature w hen they 
see an eagle chasing a pair of songbirds and the lion a pair 
of deer (xi. 185-90). So Ransom, after living in Perelandra 
for more than a year, has become accustomed to a meatless 
diet. For his first meal on Earth he refuses bacon and eggs: 
"No fru it . . . ? Oh well, no matter. Bread or porridge or 
something" (31). Lewis is not promoting vegetarianism, 
however; he is merely following the biblical tradition 
which depicts peace among the animals as a sign of the 
kingdom of God.
In That Hideous Strength, Lewis depicts Mr. Bultitude 
the bear and the Director's mice as pets —  animals at peace 
with man (and there is something convent-like about St. 
Anne's). Nevertheless, the Christmas dinner that con­
cludes the book, an emblem of the peace that Venus and 
the other eldils have brought about, features a traditional 
goose (364). At one point MacPhee complains of "an essen­
tial falsity in the whole system  of [St. Anne's]," where the 
bear "is kept in the house and pampered" w hile "the pigs 
are kept in a stye and killed for bacon." He adds, "I would  
be interested to know the philosophical rationale of the dis­
tinction. " Ivy replies, "I think it's just silly. W ho ever heard 
of trying to make bacon out of a bear?" (262-63).
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In a way, Ivy's no-nonsense, working-class dismissal of 
the question is justified. The decision that certain animals 
are edible and others are not is based on culture and custom 
rather than rational considerations such as the animal's in­
telligence and personality, for pigs are surely m ore intelli­
gent than bears. In the hill country of Arkansas where I was 
bom , m y grandm other's generation did eat bear. In m y time 
rats were not considered edible, bu t squirrels — also ro­
dents — were fried like chicken. In South America I once ate 
alligator and piranha, and I suspected that w hat was of­
fered to us as beef was, in reality, often horsemeat. The na­
tionals ate m onkey and some slugs; I was never offered any, 
bu t I think I w ould have declined.
From w hat I am  able to gather, Lewis ate w ithout scru­
ple all the anim als that his British culture considered edi­
ble, and that is w hat he portrays in the Chronicles of N ar­
nia. In The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, the children — 
and the Beavers — eat ham  (106). In Prince Caspian they are 
hungry enough to eat bear, although Lewis explains care­
fully that it is no t a talking bear (116-17). In The Voyage of the 
Dawn Treader he treats vegetarianism  as a h ighbrow  fad. 
He describes H arold and Alberta, the parents of Eustace 
Clarence Scrubb, as "vegetarians, non-sm okers, and teeto­
tallers [who] w ore a special kind of underclothes" (1). Al­
though appreciative of George Bernard Shaw's ability, 
Jack thought Shaw 's vegetarianism  w as silly. As an exam ­
ple he cited Shaw's response to an invitation to be a house 
guest of Lady Londonderry, a society hostess. Shaw ac­
cepted, b u t pointed  out that he d id  not "eat the bodies of 
dead and often putrefying anim als and birds." She re­
plied, telegraphically, "Know noth ing  of your habits trust 
they are better than your m anners" (W. H. Lewis 365).
A lthough Lewis had  no scruples about eating anim als, 
he firmly opposed vivisection. His 1948 antivivisection 
pam phlet, reprin ted  in God in the Dock, argues this way: we 
m ay assum e (from the Bible) that hum an  beings are supe­
rior to anim als in the hierarchical order created by God. 
But does that give m an the right to inflict pain  on animals? 
If so, then by the same argum ent the angels w ould  have 
the right to inflict pain on hum an  beings. W orse still, supe­
rior hum an  beings w ould have the right to experim ent on 
inferior ones, as indeed "N azi scientists have done." On 
the contrary, says Lewis, the very fact that m an is higher 
obligates him  not to be a vivisector (224-28). Noblesse oblige.
But Lewis's objection to vivisection was m uch deeper 
than the syllogistically-reasoned argum ent he m ade in the 
pam phlet. It was a conviction he had held from earliest 
times. For example, at age eleven he asked his father no t to 
give him  a m icroscope for Christm as because it w ould not 
be "nice" to kill otherw ise harm less creatures just for his 
personal entertainm ent (W. H. Lewis 21). In contrast w ith 
the young Lewis, we note that Eustace Clarence Scrubb 
liked "anim als, especially beetles, if they were dead and 
pinned on a card" (Dawn Treader 1). In the planetary tril­
ogy, the cutting or to rture of anim als is the black hat that
m arks villains: W eston's experim entation on the guard  
dog in Silent Planet, the U nm an's com pulsive splitting of 
the aerial frogs in Perelandra, the "im m ense program m e of 
vivisection" of the N.I.C.E. in That Hideous Strength. A nd it 
is significant that in  his crisis of faith recorded in A  Grief 
Observed Lewis accuses G od of being a cruel vivisectionist 
(26).
Lewis especially hated  anim al experim entation for 
trivial reasons. A lthough he m ade fun of George Bernard 
Shaw's vegetarianism , he praised  him  for his attack on 
vivisection in the preface to his play, "The Doctor's Di­
lem m a," especially for Shaw 's scorn of silly, useless ex­
perim ents (W. H. Lewis 335). Thus in That Hideous Strength 
Lewis sarcastically notes that M ark Studdock w as im ­
pressed by the "thousands of pounds ' w orth  of living ani­
m ality, w hich the Institute could afford to  cu t up  like pa­
per on the m ere chance of some interesting discovery" 
(102). N ecessary as anim al experim entation som etim es 
seems, we have to ask: H ow  m any anim als die because 
some undergraduate  is replicating a standard  experi­
m ent? O r because som e m iddle school teacher w ants to en­
liven a science class? A nd should  studen ts of Veterinary 
M edicine at Colorado State U niversity perform  organ 
transplants on healthy dogs to practice their surgical 
skills? (Of course, m y pets benefit from  the skill our veteri­
narian  developed in this way.) Also, Lewis never dealt 
w ith  the fact that reduction of anim al experim entation in­
creases the am ount of hum an  experim entation, especially 
on m inorities and  convicts.
In the "Vivisection" pam phle t Lewis describes the 
very narrow  circum stances in w hich he w ould  consider 
experim entation acceptable: doing it "w ith  scrupulous 
care to avoid the least d ram  or scruple of unnecessary 
pain, in  a trem bling aw e at the responsibility w hich [the 
scientist] assum es, and  w ith  a vivid sense of the h igh m ode 
in which hum an  life m ust be lived if it is to justify the sacri­
fices m ade for it" (God in the Dock 226). I w onder if the same 
criteria could be applied  to the w ay one eats anim als. Cer­
tainly m y conscience is troubled w hen  I th ink  of the con­
centration cam p atm osphere of the feed lots outside Gree­
ley, m y hom e town, w here cattle aw ait slaughter. Then 
there are the tiny cages in w hich chicken m eat is p roduced  
— the creatures are so debird ized  tha t you  can 't really call 
them  chickens — and for all m eat anim als there's the tor­
ture of being trucked across country, no t to m ention the 
brutal b u t economical m ethods of killing. Of course, m ore 
hum ane m ethods of obtaining m eat w ould  add  a great 
deal to the cost, b u t we have to ask how  m any people really 
need all-you-can-eat buffets or the seventy-tw o ounce 
Texas steak which our inexpensive m eat supp ly  enables us 
to have. Indeed, questions about the use of anim als as pigs 
are very complex. Lewis d id  not resolve them , and  neither 
can I.
So let us m ove now  to anim als as teddy  bears, as furry 
objects for our love w hich we use as symbols. As hum an
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beings, we repeatedly observe anim al behavior and inter­
pret it in term s of hum an  personality traits — that is, we 
use anim als as symbols. For example, in Perelandra the 
eldil describes to Ransom the "delicate and glorious" sing­
ing beast, w ho is suckled by a m ute female of another spe­
cies. A nd she says, "[F]rom the habits of these tw o beasts 
m uch w isdom  will come into the m inds of m y King and 
m y Q u e e n . . . "  (196). W hat Tor and Tinidril w ould learn is 
how to nu rtu re  their ow n children w ithout trying to dic­
tate their destinies. Surely m uch w isdom , especially folk 
w isdom , has come to us from  observation of the beasts and 
is expressed in sym bol and m etaphor.
My original p lan  was to center this section on the 
Chronicles of N arnia, to speak glow ingly about Lewis's 
purpose of using his stories, Spenser-like, to train young 
people em otionally, and then to conclude w ith a vindica­
tion of fantasy as opposed to cold scientific know ledge 
about anim als. But it hasn 't w orked out that way.
First, as I w ent over the Chronicles, I found, m uch to 
m y surprise, that these sagas from  the w orld of talking 
beasts don ’t alw ays focus on animals. The first book, The 
Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe (and it is the first of the 
Chronicles of N arnia, despite the m ishm ash of the new 
edition), gives us a glorious clutter of beings from  different 
m ythologies: from  classical literature, the half-hum an, 
half-anim al fauns, satyrs, centaurs, and m inotaurs; from 
Norse m ythology, the dw arfs, giants, and witches; and the 
talking anim als from  Beatrix Potter. The four children 
from our w orld are the only real hum ans. This first book 
succeeds in its use of the com m on symbolic m eanings of 
animals. The talking wolf is the chief of police; the beavers 
are hard-w orking low er m iddle class citizens; and the 
sheepdog is the sergeant w ho helps Aslan get the creatures 
in battle order (172). This first book also arouses Sehnsucht, 
the rom antic longing to com m unicate w ith other beings, in 
us; and as I looked at how the thing was done, I noticed that 
this Chronicle has no clear distinction betw een talking and 
non-talking animals. The robin w ho leads the children to 
Mr. Beaver doesn't talk, b u t the book doesn 't explicitly say 
it can't talk.
This technique does not appear in the following books, 
and none of them  quite m anages to suggest the same rela­
tionship betw een hum an  beings and anim als. In the sec­
ond book, Prince Caspian, there is the symbolic use of the 
Bulgy Bears as not-too-bright hereditary  gentry and the 
badger as the patient, shrew d, traditional peasant. But at a 
crucial m om ent the book breaks into tw o story lines: the 
English boys, dw arfs, and talking anim als w ork out the 
politics of the confrontation w ith the tyrant M iroz, while 
the English girls accom pany Aslan and the classical god 
Bacchus in rallying the non-talking anim als and the per­
sonified forces of trees and  w ater. A m ajor them e of the 
second book is the healing of the kind of alienation de­
scribed by W ordsw orth  in "The W orld is Too M uch W ith 
Us." As I said in m y book, in portraying this alienation
Lewis' Prince Caspian rather m isses the m ark, partly  be­
cause readers today do  not have the classical background 
to receive the em otional nuances of Bacchus and  the o ther 
personifications of nature. But I th ink w e're also reacting, 
perhaps subconsciously, against the d ivision of m an  from  
nature  as expressed in the two-fold plot and  the w ide dis­
tinction betw een talking and non-talking anim als.
The symbolic beings of the next tw o books, The Voyage 
of the Dawn Treader and The Silver Chair, are m ostly  h um an­
oids rather than  talking anim als. They include the stars 
Ram andu and Coriakin; the one-legged D ufflepuds; Pud- 
dleglum  the doleful frog-man; and  the gnom es of Under- 
land. Of course, Dawn Treader features Reepicheep, the 
gallant m ouse, and in The Silver Chair the children attend 
the Parliam ent of Owls, b u t there is less em phasis on ani­
mals than I thought I rem em bered. I believe I could argue 
that anim als are also less im portan t than  I expected in The 
Horse and His Boy and perhaps in The Magician's Nephew, 
bu t the evidence is not nearly as clear; a w hole separate es­
say m ight be needed to m ake the point.
A nyw ay, anim als as sym bols regain im portance in The 
Last Battle, in which Lewis again m akes good artistic use of 
their traditional symbolic qualities. Shift the Ape, or sim ­
ian, was used in m edieval literature to exem plify hypoc­
risy or unintelligent im itation. Shift does this w hen he 
dresses Puzzle the stup id  donkey in a lion skin as an im ita­
tion Aslan. The talking horses are spirited  and noble; the 
dogs are loyal and  eager; the lam b has the gentle ou tspo­
kenness of the m eek w ho inherit the earth. These anim als 
function symbolically; we see hum an  na tu re  m irrored in 
them.
W hether anim als are treated  as pets, used  as pigs, or 
sym bolized as teddy bears, it is im portan t to treat them  
w ith know ledge and discretion. In The Magician's Nephew 
the naive, recently-created talking anim als are fascinated 
by Uncle A ndrew , bu t he finds being their pe t very u n ­
comfortable indeed. They m ade a cage for h im  and  then 
tried to feed him. The donkey threw  h im  thistles; "The 
Squirrels bom barded  him  w ith volleys of nu ts"; the b irds 
d ropped  w orm s on him , and the bear threw  him  a honey­
comb in which not all the bees w ere gone. W hen the hon­
eycomb h it his face, Uncle A ndrew  staggered backw ard 
and sat dow n. "A nd it w as sheer bad luck that he sat dow n 
on the pile of thistles" (169).
In America we som etim es abuse anim als ou t of inno­
cent ignorance, b u t m ore often because of projecting our 
feelings and m otivations upon  them . W e are particularly  
likely to do this because w e are so m uch influenced by our 
m edia's cartoonizing of anim als — in films, in ads, in chil­
dren 's stories. O ften this hum anizing  is harm less, im agi­
native play, b u t at other tim es it leads w ell-m eaning peo­
ple into treating anim als inappropriately. For exam ple, in 
Greeley about three years ago a shopping  center w as to be 
built on the site of a prairie dog tow n. A t first the p lan  was
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to d rop  poison capsules dow n the burrow s to get rid  of the 
prairie dogs, b u t there w as an outcry from  people w ho saw  
the anim als as cute, Disney-like figures. So the City Coun­
cil gave these people a deadline for im plem enting a prairie 
dog rescue. A t first the hum anitarians set cage-type traps 
for the prairie  dogs, b u t som eone (possibly a child w ho felt 
sorry for them ) opened the doors and released them . Then 
the rescuers tried to flood the burrow s and catch the prai­
rie dogs as they cam e out. Finally they decided to use a 
pow erful vacuum  to suck the anim als ou t of their holes 
and p u t them  in cages to be m oved. One of m y colleagues 
w orked on this project for three w eekends. She received 
several bites, even th rough  her heavy leather gloves, bu t 
fortunately d idn 't develop an infection. A nd w hat d id  all 
this accom plish? Those prairie dogs w ho w ere caught 
w ere m oved to open spaces in W yom ing and at Rocky 
Flats, w here they w ould  becom e d inner for eagles.
To be sensible, our treatm ent of anim als m ust be 
placed in a larger context. O ur relationship to all anim als 
— w hether as pets, pigs, or teddy  bears — depends on 
m aintaining an environm ent in w hich both anim als and 
hum an  beings can live. Lewis's hand ling  of this problem  in 
the p lanetary  trilogy w as sim plistic and, in That Hideous 
Strength, even som ew hat hysterical. H ow ever, some of his 
post-W orld W ar II w ritings show  a deep understand ing  
and concern w ith it. He becam e m ore and m ore aw are of 
the role of overpopulation.
It is obvious that the m ore people there are, the greater 
loss of habitat for anim als and plants, a fact that Lewis, 
w ith his love for nature, understood  well. As he w rote to 
an Am erican w om an in 1956, "how  lovely to live in a coun­
try that still has beavers! We lost ours about 700 years ago" 
(W ade Coll. CSL to Mrs. Johnson 3 Dec. 1956). In a 1959 let­
ter Lewis says the fear of overpopulation is a "rational" 
one, add ing  "W e shall fairly soon overpopulate this planet 
and that population will be as defective in quality as exces­
sive in quantity" (W ade Coll., CSL to Daniel Tucker, Dec. 
8, 1959).
On the surface this sounds offensively elitist, bu t we 
need to consider that one of effects of postw ar socialism 
was a degradation  of the environm ent for anim als. Large 
estates, w here the gentry 's love of hunting  ensured the 
m aintenance of open country, were generally broken up 
and used for suburban  tract houses. D istributed this way, 
the land could support a larger hum an  population; it was 
arguably m ore just; bu t it d id  result in the displacem ent of 
anim als and the loss of som e joy and com fort for hum an 
beings. As W am ie explains, Jack did not m ourn  "for van­
ished class privilege and financial security," b u t "he d id  
sigh fo r . . .  the last sim ple pleasures open to every country­
m an . . .  — the em pty sky, the unspoilt hills of Down, and 
its white, silent roads on which you could hear the rattle of 
a farm cart half a mile aw ay" (10). Jack's essential justice 
and detachm ent from  his ow n interests are seen in his de­
scription of a holiday in Ireland. He regretted its loss of
solitude and its grow ing em phasis on tourism , and  com ­
m enting w ryly that a person  naturally  d isapproves of "all 
holiday m akers except oneself!" (W. H. Lewis 406).
Elitist or not, the problem  of overpopulation  is w hat it 
is. M any people believe that technological solutions will 
enable the p lanet to sup p o rt h igher and  h igher hum an  
populations, b u t I am  very skeptical of the efficacy of tech­
nical know ledge w ithou t w isdom . A t the first M ythopoeic 
Conference I ever a ttended, I w as charm ed to note a time 
scheduled on the program  — I believe it w as at tw o a.m. — 
for "the sale of college lands." As you all know , this refers 
to the episode in That Hideous Strength in  w hich the schol­
ars of Bracton College are m aneuvered  into giving up  the 
land around  M erlin's W ell — giving up  their heritage, 
their environm ent, their soul. H ere in the W est, and in­
deed all over the U nited States, w e are undergoing  a simi­
lar debate. In Lewis's novel, the reasons for the sale were 
m oney and pow er. If the land w ere no t sold, the junior fel­
lows w ould  not receive a m uch-needed  increase in salary, 
and the N.I.C.E. m ight go to C am bridge instead of 
Edgestow. Today we are told that the sale of our federal 
lands — their w ater rights, m ineral rights, grazing rights, 
logging rights and  tourist-trap  developm ent rights — is 
necessary to provide em ploym ent. As Lewis once noted, 
"unem ploym ent" is sim ply a euphem ism  for overpopula­
tion. (World's Last Night 79). If such sales are not held at 
tw o a.m., at least they are held in tim es and  places un ­
know n to the general public bu t know n to lobbyists and 
special interests.
But even w ithout dow nrigh t greed, it takes m ore than 
pity  for prairie dogs to fulfill ou r d u ty  to the environm ent. 
In m edieval term s, we need both  sapientia — w isdom  — 
and scientia — technology. Lewis expresses the im por­
tance of w isdom  in The Abolition of Man w hen he says,"For 
the wise m en of old the cardinal problem  had  been how  to 
conform  the soul to reality, and the solution had  been 
know ledge, self-discipline, and virtue" (88). But then he 
goes on to describe technology as a process of "subdu[ing] 
reality to the w ishes of m en." Technology ungu ided  by 
w isdom  is irresponsible, bu t I am  equally skeptical of the 
efficacy of w isdom  w ithout know ledge. In fact, if we are to 
establish a peaceful relationship betw een ourselves and 
the anim als, all sharing, then technology m ust be com­
bined w ith the ancient w isdom .
A case in point is the fur coats that hang  in the w ard ­
robe, the magic entrance to N arnia. After The Lion, the 
Witch, and the Wardrobe w as published  Mrs. Barfield wrote 
to Lewis com plaining about this use of fur and sending 
him  inform ation on the cruelty to anim als involved in ob­
taining fur. Lewis offered to change this passage, although 
he never quite got around  to it (Glover 35). Because of ani­
mal rights activism , m any people today are aw are of this 
cruelty and now  refuse to w ear fur. But it is technology that 
gives us fake fur like that which decorates m y costume. 
Similarly, it is technology w hich enables som e m edical
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students today to learn anatom y by com puter, thus lessen­
ing the need for vivisection.
Lewis' treatm ent of anim als in his fiction arouses Sehn- 
sucht in us. His books can also aw aken our sense of respon­
sibility, sharpen our sensory appreciation of the beauty  of 
creation, and heighten our desire to im prove life for ani­
mals. We read them , not just for escape, b u t for transcen­
dence, for a different view  of the universe we live in. But 
we also need the biological know ledge to take practical 
steps. For all his inadequacies and occasional b lind spots, 
Lewis has given us m uch to adm ire and emulate. He did 
not cease to ponder the m eaning of N ature, and find in it a 
source of wisdom . N ow  it is our turn. 
Notes
1. Q uotations from W. H. Lewis' w riting  in  C. S. Lewis: A  Biography are
used by  perm ission of the W ade Center.
2. The poem  is called "To — ." I haven 't seen it in  p rin t for a long time, al­
though it is doubtless available in the com plete collected w orks of 
Shelley.
3. Extracts from C. S. Lewis' letters reproduced by  perm ission of C urtis
Brown, London on behalf of C. S. Lewis Pte. Ltd. I am  grateful to  the 
W ade Center for providing access to  these letters.
4. See M yers 94-95 for a refutation of the idea tha t Lewis em braced the
cruelty to anim als inherent in  Cartesianism.
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